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WEM  URBAN  DISTRICT _ COUNCIL- 

REPORT  of  the  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
for  the  YEAR  1944* 


Mr.  Chairman,  Madam,  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  for  1944- 
The  Minister  of  Health  has  directed  that  the  Report  be  prepared  on  the 
lines  of  that  of  1943*  so  it  will  not  assume  its  pre-war  comprehensive¬ 
ness.  Restrictions  previously  imposed  on  the  publication  of  population 
figures  and  some  other  matters  have  now  been  removed. 

The  Report  includes  notes  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  on  matters  with 
which  he  is  most  particularly  concerned;  for  his  co-operation  and  help 
during  the  year  I  wish  to  express  my  thanks. 

I  am, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

L.  WILSON  EVANS. 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1944 


Population. 

Births : 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Total 


M.  F. 

27  21 
1  2 


28  23 

t£Zl3*  =  —  =.  —  — 


2312 


51 


Birth  Rate  per  1000  population  22.0 

Birth  Rate  England  and  Wales  17.6 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year. 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate. 


Deaths  of  Infants  per  1000  live  births  20 

Deaths  of  Infants  England  and  Wales.  46 


Still  Births  M.  F. 

Legitimate  2  1 

Illegitimate  _- _ - 

Total  2  1 


Still  Births  per  1000  population  1.29 

Still  Birth  rate  England  and  Wales  0.  50 


Deaths: 


Total 


M.  F. 

12  10 


22 


Death  Rate  per  1000  population. 
Death  Rate  England  and  Wales. 


9.5 

11.6 


Chief  Causes  of  Death. 


M.  P. 


Heart  Disease.  -  -  3  U 
Cancer.  -  -33 
Pneumonia  -  -11 
Intracranial  Vascular  Lesions.  -  1  1 
Suicide  and  Poad  Traffic  Accidents.  -  2 

Deaths  from  Measles.  -  -  Nil 
Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough.  -  Nil 
Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  under  2  years.  Nil 

Maternal  Deaths.  -  -  Nil 


The  state  of  health  of  the  Town  as  shown  by  the  above  figures  is 
excellent.  There  is  still  a  further  increase  in  the  births  while  the 
death  rate  is  exceptionally  low.  More  than  twice  as  many  births  as 
deaths  results  in  a  natural  increase  of  the  population  of  29,  due  to 
excess  of  births  over  deaths.  There  was  only  one  death  of  infants 
under  1  year,  a  figure  far  below  the  average.  There  were  no  deaths 
from  Infectious  Diseases  and  for  the  fourth  consecutive  year  no  mother 
lost  her  life  through  child  birth. 


PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 


Notification  of 

xi'  i  J— j J-  -L.  v-'  kj  a.  a. 

Infectious  Disease 

J  J L  iJilLJ  J—J  K-J  « 

Measles 

13; 

Pneumonia  6; 

Scarlet  Fever 

\ 

2; 

Whooping 

Cough  6. 

Measles 

Pneumonia 

Scarlet 

Fever 

Whooping  Cough 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0-1 

1-3 

2 

— 

■— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

3-5 

4 
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— 

— 

2 

— 

5-10 

5 

2 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

10-15 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

1 

— 

— 

15-25 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

25-45 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

45-65 
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— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

65  and 

over- 

— 

1 

1 

— 
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— 
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Totals 

11 

2 

4 

2 

1 

1 

5 

1 

There  was  no  considerable  outbreak  of  infectious  disease.  The 
few  cases  of  measles  were  of  a  mild  form.  One  case  of  Scarlet  Fever 
was  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital. 

Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

Under  3  years.  5-13  years. 

Number  of  children  who  received 
the  full  course  of  immunisation 

during  the  year.  48  5 

Percentage  of  children  considered  to 
be  immunised  at  December  31st  1944*  57%  9&% 

No  cases  of  Diphtheria  occurred  during  the  year. 

Immunisation  has  made  progress.  The  figure  for  the  children  over 
5  years  is  very  satisfactory.  That  for  those  under  5  is  not  as  high  as 
is  desirable. 


Scabies. 


There  was  a  diminution  in  Scabies.  Four  were  brought  to  the 
notice  of  the  Health  Department.  Two  were  removed  to  the  Sick  Bay 
for  treatment.  There  was  no  evidence  of  the  spread  of  the  disease. 
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Tuberculosis . 


Respiratory. 

Non-Respiratory. 

P. 

M. 

P. 

New  cases. 

— 

— 

1 

To  hospital 

— 

— 

1 

Deaths  1 

— 

— 

— 

Number  of  cases  on 

Register  at 

end  of  1944- 

Respiratory 

Non-Respiratory. 

M. 

P. 

M. 

P 

4 

4 

1 

4 

It  is  gratifying  to  record  that  no  new  cases  of  Respiratory 
Tuberculosis  were  reported. 

WATER. 


The  quality  and  quantity  of  the  water  is  satisfactory. 

Bacteriological  examinations  are  made  of  the  water  from  the 
mains  every  three  months.  The  results  have  always  been  good. 

Bacteriological  examination  of  the  raw  water  gave  the  follow¬ 
ing  result: 

Bacillus  Coli  absent  in  100  c.c. 

99»7%  of  the  dwelling  houses  are  supplied  from  the  public 
water  mains. 

About  94. 7%  of  these  have  the  supply  direct  to  the  houses; 
the  remaining  9%  are  supplied  by  Stand  pipes. 

SEWAGE 


Number  of  houses  connected  to  the  sewer  -  624. 

291  of  these  have  pail  closets?  only  the  slop  water  going 
into  the  sewer. 

The  remaining  34  houses  have  septic  tanks  or  cesspools. 

The  Council  collects  and  disposes  of  the  contents  of  the 
pail  closets. 

That  so  many  houses  in  the  Town  have  pail  closets  cannot  be 
considered  satisfactory?  and  when  labour  and  material  are  avail¬ 
able?  the  necessary  steps  should  be  taken  to  afeolish  them  and  have 
the  houses  connected  to  the  sewer  for  all  purposes. 

HOUSING 


Number  of  houses  -  658. 

The  objection  of  the  Government  Officials  to  the  site  for 
the  new  housing  having  been  overcome  and  with  the  Ministry  of 
Health  prepared  to  give  permission  for  the  advertisement  of 
tenders  for  new  buildings  where  the  sites  are  ready?  it  is  hoped 
that  it  will  not  be  long  before  the  20  houses  allocated  to  the 
first  year's  programme  will  be  commenced. 


SANITARY  INSPECTOR'S  REPORT. 

Infestation  by  Bugs,  Fleas  and  Rats. 

No  complaints  have  been  received  regarding  bugs  or  fleas. 

The  Council  is  not  the  authority  for  the  purposes  of  the 
Rats  and  Mice  Destruction  Act  1919?  but  complaints  received  are 
passed  on  to  the  appropriate  department  of  the  County  Council  for 
action. 

The  Council  has  annual  contracts  with  the  County  Council 
in  respect  of  the  Refuse  Tip?  Sewage  Works,  Allotments  and  Salvage 
stores . 


-  3  - 


( 


Water  Supply. 


► 


The  particulars  regarding  the  water  supply  are  the  same  as  last 
year  except  that  four  houses  have  been  connected  to  the  water  mains 
during  the  year  which  leaves  two  houses  only  not  supplied  from  the 
mains.  The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  report  of  the  Bacteriologist 
on  a  sample  of  water  from  the  mains  (November) . 

1.  B  Coli  absent  in  100  mis. 

2.  Viable  bacterial  count  at  22°  6  per  ml. 

Viable  bacterial  count  at  37°  10  per  ml. 

3.  Residual  chlorine  0.02  parts  per  million. 

4*  This  is  a  very  satisfactory  bacteriological  result. 

Milk. 

No.  of  producers  of  undesignated  milk  on  the  register.  13 


No.  of  inspections  made  -  21 

No.  of  defects  found.  -  2 

No.  of  preliminary  notices  served.  -  2 

No.  complied  with.  -  2 

No.  of  TT  Milk  sellers.  -  Nil 

No.  of  certified  milk  sellers.  -  Nil 

No.  of  pasteurised  milk  sellers.  --  Nil 

No.  of  accredited  milk  sellers.  -  1 

No.  of  inspections.  -  2 


No  sample  of  milk  was  taken  by  the  Urban  Council. 

In  general  the  conditions  were  found  to  be  satisfactory  and 
no  complaints  have  been  received  about  the  quality  of  the  milk 
distributed  in  the  area.  A  curious  fact  is  that  the  bulk  of  the 
milk  produced  in  the  district  is  sold  to  the  Milk  Marketing  Board 
and  the  bulk  of  the  milk  consumed  in  the  district  is  produced 
outside  the  district. 


Housing. 

Five  houses  were  inspected  while  investigation  cases  of 
infectious  or  contagious  diseases  and  one  house  whi!te  investigated 
a  case  of  overcrowding.  No  action  was  necessary  in  either 
instance. 

Complaints  were  received  in  respect  of  dustbins,  night-soil 
pans  and  drains  and  39  informal  notices  were  served,  most  of  which 
were  complied  with. 
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